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Triple Grammy Winner Joe Henderson 
to Perform at the Cleveland Museum of Art 

(Cleveland, OH) Internationally acclaimed tenor saxophonist and three-time Grammy 
winner, Joe Henderson will perform Friday, March 20, 1998 at 8 p.m. in Gartner 
Auditorium as a part of the "Jazz on the Circle" concert series at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art. 

Considered "a master at the height of his powers," by The New York Times, the 
Lima, Ohio native will perform music from a number of his recent albums, including 
selections from Gershwin's classic opera, Porgy and Bess. 

With a career spanning more than three decades, Henderson has captured 
countless awards and endless praise from critics across the country. "Henderson's 
playing is subdued, subtle, but remarkably energetic," writes John Poulos in CD Review. 
"The master of understatement, he can build a solo to a fury, without giving up an ounce 
of mature reserve. His tone is rich but delicate. His is what a tenor saxophone should 
sound like." 

Henderson's Grammy Awards include two for Best Jazz Instrumental Solo ("Lush 
Life" and "So Near, So Far"), plus Best Jazz Instrumental Performance by a Group ("So 
Near, So Far"). He has been the #1 Jazz Artist on the Billboard charts, as well as having 
the #1 Jazz Record ("Lush Life"). He is also a two-year Triple Crown Winner in Downbeat 
magazine's Reader's Poll and Critics Poll, winning Jazz Album of the Year, Jazz Musician 
of the Year, and Tenor Sax of the Year. 

Born April 24, 1937, Henderson was one of 15 children. He took a liking to 
music at the ripe age of six and decided he wanted to be a drummer. "I'd been 
making drums out of my mother's pie pans," he told Michael Bourne in a 1992 
interview for Downbeat. Three years later, his school teachers tested his musical 
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skills. "They said I'd gotten a high enough score — ^that I could play anything, and 
they gave me a saxophone.” It wasn't long until Henderson bought his first horn 
with his earnings from a paper route. He continued to study music through high 
school. During his four years of study at Wayne State University, Henderson 
played in the evenings with fellow jazz musicians Barry Harris, Pepper Adams, 
Donald Byrd, and Sonny Stitt. After serving a two-year stint in the military, 
Henderson moved to New York in the 1960s and began his career as a 
professional jazz musician, serving as the leader and sideman for Blue Note 
Records. 

Tickets for the Joe Henderson concert are available at the Severance Hall 
Ticket Office. Single tickets are on sale for $26 and $18. The next Jazz on the 
Circle concert features Ernestine Anderson with the NOJS JazzFest Big Band 
on Friday, April 24 at 8 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 

Jazz on the Circle is a collaboration of the museum. Severance Hall, the 

Northeast Ohio Jazz Society and the Tri-C JazzFest. 

*** 

Funding for Jazz on the Circle is provided by The Cleveland Foundation, 
The George Gund Foundation, The Kulas Foundation, the John P. Murphy 
Foundation, the Lila Wallace-Readers Digest National Jazz Network (a program 
of the New England Foundation for the Arts in cooperation with Arts Midwest) and 
the Ohio Arts Council. 

Promotional and broadcast support is provided by Cleveland radio station 
WCPN 90.3. 
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